September 2022

Desert News is published online, every month, for a quick glimpse of the goings on at St.
Anthony’s and with our parishioners. Desert News editors are Claudia Bogris and Nike
Bach. If you have parish organization or personal news to share, please email information
to Claudia Bogris.

A Message From Fr. Michael
Dear St. Anthony’s family,
Happy and Blessed New Ecclesiastical (Church) Year to all.
September 1st is always the start of a new year in the Orthodox
Church.
Speaking of “New” I am hoping to have a wonderful and fruitful fresh
year, especially with our Church School “new” leadership. Many
thanks to Dana Hanna for taking this responsibility on her shoulders.
And many thanks also to Joe Elsabee and Pamela Scarpa for all that
they did last year for our kids.
In addition to this great news, we are planning to have a few social
events for everyone that will bring us back together as we used to.
These events will not be successful unless we are one family, working
together side by side and hand by hand.
So, let us pray, love, and help each other to have a blessed year
together.
Hope to see you all back in church very soon.
Your servant in Christ,
Fr. Michael

Upcoming Events
It's GO Time for Bergen Street Fest!
September 8-11.

Just 7 days away, this year's Bergen Street
Fest will combine a carnival with food
trucks, food and desserts sold by
parishioners, and a beer garden. The
Teaneck Armory will be hopping for four days!
We will need volunteers for the ticket
windows, beer garden and food/dessert
stand. Please email
bergenstreetfest@gmail.com or call Brian
Scarpa, George Tewfik or Ed Assile with any
questions or to volunteer.
In addition, to the event itself, we need your help for food prep in
our church kitchen on September 7 at 6:30pm.
We are looking forward to a great event!
Event Times
Thursday, September 8: 4-9pm
Friday, September 9: 4-9pm
Saturday, September 10:11am-9pm
Sunday, September 11: 11am -7pm
Like and share our posts on social media and invite all of your friends.
There is something for everyone, and admission is free this year.

The First Annual Father
Joseph Allen Memorial
Lecture series
October 8, 2022
Join us for an evening with
Dr. Gayle Woloschak, as she
discusses
Orthodox Bioethics and
Pastoral Ministry.
Dr. Woloschak makes the nuanced and complex understandable. She
is Professor of Radiation Oncology in the Feinberg School of Medicine
and Associate Dean for The Graduate School at Northwestern
University. She has a PhD in molecular biology and a D.Min. in
Eastern Christian studies. Her research interests are in cancer
research as well as the science-religion interface.
$10 event ticket includes hors d’oeuvres and wine; dessert and coffee.
Free childcare (ages 3+) will be available. To register, visit
www.stanthonyorthodox.org/events by October 1.
Vespers will be at 5pm, reception at 6pm and Dr. Woloschak will

speak at 7pm.

News You Can Use
Our New Website is LIVE: stanthonyorthodox.org
The Parish Council funded and approved a new website for St.
Anthony. And after more than a year of hard work by Nike Bach,
Valerie Joseph, Amy Abdallah, Daria Incorvaia, Stratos Mandalakis
and Claudia Bogris, the new website is now LIVE:

stanthonyorthodox.org
Why do we need a new website?
Commercial enterprises use the phrase “digital storefront” to describe
their websites and make frequent changes to raise engagement.
Throughout the entire process, the team kept in their hearts and
minds: How do we serve the needs of our parish, making it easy to
find information? And, how do we reach those interested in our faith,
where our website may be their first exposure to Orthodox
Christianity?
We changed our domain name to stanthonyorthodox.org as it
both aligns with our official parish name and it creates our
primary “identity” as being Orthodox, versus our church location
in Bergenfield.
For our parishioners, the design is intuitive. We don’t expect
anyone to have trouble finding what they are looking for. On the
other hand, the same way CVS rearranges shelves so the first
time you go in you don’t know where they now put the toothpaste
-- 1) you learn and quickly forget where it used to be and 2) they
do it so you have to look a bit and perhaps see something you
hadn’t before. That will also be true of our own parishioners!
For seekers, we want it to be easy to find us, learn about our
faith generally and about our parish in particular. Search Engine
Optimization (SEO) is when people “Google search” for a word.
That means more people can find us because the site uses
frequently searched words unique to faith, Christianity and
Orthodoxy.
What’s next?
This launch is phase one - there is still of “punch list” for phase two.
(As anyone who has had a renovation on their house knows, even
after it’s “finished,” there are things to do.)
The content has been rewritten/refreshed, but parish
organizations should look at their section and send updates to
cbogris@aol.com.
There is a list of second-wave changes we have already

identified, but we welcome feedback on any updates that may be
needed.
John McMinn, our longtime webmaster, will bring over all of the
media files (audio recordings, sermons, etc.) so they won’t be
lost, and then will point the old site to the new for an automatic
redirect.
What can you do?
Bookmark the new site: stanthonyorthodox.org
Get to know the new site: where the streaming link is (within the
Services box); where you can find the latest bulletins and Desert
News copies (under Media), etc.
Read through the site – you might see some things about our
history that you haven’t seen before!
Let us know if you’d like to join the team! Each of us will be
trained to update and add information to the site.
If you have a flyer or information you’d like added, email
cbogris@aol.com.

It's Back to (Church) School
Get ready for back to school with our traditional blessing of the
backpacks on September 18, as we celebrate the Feast of the
Elevation of The Cross. Students should bring their backpacks and
participate (with their families) in a procession after Communion. Then
students and families will gather in the Church School for a quick meet
and greet to learn about the school year.
October 2 will be the first day of classes, and the Church School
parents will also host coffee hour. Please contact Dana Assile Hanna
to volunteer.

Walk-in Dinner Program Seeking Volunteers
We will be feeding the less fortunate on Tuesday, September 27. The
food is prepared on that date at Church. It is packed in to-go
containers and delivered to Hackensack (only three volunteers are
allowed at the site).
We also need 150 individually wrapped desserts. Please reach out to
Betty Gakos if you are interested in helping on September 27, if you
would like to help fund the dinner, or if you would like to provide any of
the desserts.

Grave Plots at George Washington Cemetery
St. Anthony’s recently learned that it owns two grave plots at George

Washington Memorial Park Cemetery in Paramus (Section A, Lot
224). Each grave plot allows for two burials. St. Anthony’s Parish
Council is offering to sell these plots to parishioners and/or their
families at a discount from the current cemetery price. For further
details and information, please contact John Gakos
at jbgakos@yahoo.com.

Life in our Parish
Parishioners of every age stayed busy together this
summer, enjoying fun in the sun!
Women's Guild Summer Fun...
Leslie Carter hosted the Women's Guild for a fun BBQ/Pool party on July 17. It
was a great day of swimming, good food, and good company. What could be
better?

..and Women's Guild Philanthropy
Through the generosity of our parish, we donated $648 to the
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry program, which introduces
prisoners to the Orthodox faith and helps Orthodox Christians return
to the faith and find healing and reconciliation. The Women's Guild
received a special letter of thanks for our contribution.
We also donated $900 to FOCUS (The Fellowship of Orthodox
Christians United to Service), allowing 36 backpacks with supplies to
be delivered to children in need in The Bronx.

Deacon Peter Boulukos shares an icon
made for him by a prisoner during his
ministry work and Leslie Deeb Carter and
Donna Merhige Petrick handled a collection
with donations by parishioners.

Father Michael Ibrahim speaks about the
Orthodox Prison Ministry on Awareness
Sunday in a sermon.

Young at Heart Out and About
Young at Heart President Glenda Calvert shares
photos from two fun activities of the group this
summer: A July concert and August picnic in the
park!

And the fun continues with Young at Heart, who already have monthly
plans in the works. (See calendar below). If you are not yet a member
of this very active group for ages 55+, see Glenda Calvert for all of the
event details!

20/40 Fun and Fellowship
The August 21, 2022 Pig Roast /BBQ for the 20/40 crowd was an
outstanding success, with over 50 people attending! Many, many
thanks to Cathy and John Banu, who so graciously opened their home
to host, and Stratos Mandalakis, who arranged the event. It was a
chance for young people from seven different parishes - from four
archdioceses - to meet. Some were college students; some young
professionals. Some were single; some married with children. Some
came with a group of people they knew; others came solo, happy to

meet other Orthodox young people. Some have longed lived in the
area, while others were newly back. One person recently moved from
Amsterdam, and some attendees came from as far away as
Wappinger Falls, NY. The weather cooperated for a truly outstanding
day. After all that eating, the day ended with dancing!

AV Camp 2022
Our kids had a wonderful Session 4 at
the Antiochian Village camp this
summer! This is the two weeks of the
year that they talk about for the other
50!
If you have not previously attended
yourself or sent a child (or grandchild)
talk to any camp alumni - we now
have three generations of them. It's
an incredibly special time that creates
relationships that last a lifetime as
they have fun and learn about our

faith - and themselves.

Milestones
Beautiful Babies
Congratulations to Andrea and Elias Bassam on the baptism of their
daughter Audrey on June 26, 2022. God Bless!
Congratulations to Marissa
(Watkins) and Robert Moss on
the baptism of their son, Theo
Edward, and Alayna (Watkins)
and Matthew Davino on the
baptism of their son, James
Philip. The over-the-moon
grandparents for this joyful joint
baptism on July 17, 2022 are
Somaya and Jim Watkins. God
bless!

Congratulations to Alexandra
(Eliopoulos) and Peter Luck on the
baptism of their beautiful daughter,
Thea, on July 31, 2022. God bless!

Welcome to the faith to Jordan Nelson, who was baptized as an adult
on August 20, 2022. God Bless!

Reminders
House Blessings
Father Michael is available by appointment for home blessings for our
St. Anthony parishioners. Please contact the church to schedule the

visitation. Holy Water is also available, by request, throughout the
year.

ShopRite Gift Cards
Reminder: ShopRite supermarket gift cards are available for
purchase For $100, you get $100 of gift cards; and the Church
earns 5%. Cost-free fundraiser! We are still looking for a
volunteer to take over this program. Please see Betty Gakos,
who has run this for many years, or Fr. Michael.

Sign up to Host Coffee Hour
(And many thanks to all the parishioners and organizations who already have.)

Hosting coffee hour is simple and
safe. EVERY parishioner is asked
to host at least one coffee hour a
year. A schedule and guidelines
are posted in the coffee room. To
sign up or learn more, please
email Alice Ziemba or call her at
201-644-8068.

Calendar
Thursday - Sunday, September 8, 9, 10 and 11
Bergen Street Fest, Carnival and Festival - Combined!
(See story above)
Thursday, September 15 at 1pm
Young at Heart Pizza and Bingo
Sunday, September 18
Blessing of the Backpacks for Church School students (See story
above)
Wednesday, September 21 at 7:30pm
Parish Council Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.
Tuesday, September 27
Walk-in Dinner Program (See story above)

Looking Ahead
Sunday, October 2
First Day of Church School

Sunday, October 2
Young at Heart Trip to see musical Ragtime, by Bergen County
Players in Oradell
Saturday, October 8: 5pm Vespers, 6pm Reception, 7pm Speaker
Inaugural Father Joseph Allen Memorial Lecture
(See story above)
Thursday, December 1
Young at Heart Christmas Luncheon at Limoncello's in Waldwick
Tuesday, June 20, 2023
Don DiNovi Memorial Golf Outing
*The Raise the Roof Capital Campaign previously planned for the fall
has been moved to early 2023.

