June 2022

Your online monthly news & updates
Desert News is published online, every month, for a quick glimpse of the goings on at St.
Anthony’s and with our parishioners. Desert News editors are Claudia Bogris and Nike
Bach. If you have parish organization or personal news to share, please email information
to Claudia Bogris.
With so many of our parishioners now back at Church, the Sunday Bulletin is the main
source of weekly information.

A Message From Fr. Michael
Dear St. Anthony’s family,
How blessed we are to celebrate several of the great Feasts in the
month of June: the Feast of the Holy Ascension on June 2, the Feast
of Holy Pentecost on June 19, and the Feast of the Nativity of the
Forerunner John the Baptist on June 24. Three very special events for
Orthodox Christians reminding us that Jesus suffered, was crucified,
and rose from the dead for us, and we need to be true witnesses for
this truth like John The Baptist who witnessed for the truth.
Today, we need to keep counting our blessings and remember that
our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, Who rose from the dead for our
salvation, is always there for us and will strengthen our faith to defeat
the evil one. To add to our blessings at St. Anthony’s, we made it
through two great events within a month, the Tricky Tray on April 29th,
and the Yard Sale on the weekend of May 12-14th. Many thanks to
Leslie Carter, Hanneh Kalyoussef and all those who helped them
before, during and after the event: the kitchen crew, the runners, the
wrappers, and the many donors. It was an exciting and enjoyable
evening. Much appreciation also to Valerie Joseph for chairing the
Yard Sale which was another great success. A huge “Thank you” to all
those who helped set-up, sell, wrap, and clean up. It was a busy few
days!
These two events show that working with each other, side by side,
and supporting each other creates a very healthy atmosphere. These
peoples’ love of their church proved, once again, that love can create

miracles. Without love for our church, for our God and for each other
nothing can be achieved. We need and will continue to stand together
as one supportive, loving St. Anthony family.
God bless you all.
Your servant in Christ,
Fr. Michael

Life in Our Parish
Valerie Joseph submitted the following article thanking the many
volunteers at our Yard Sale. But the Yard Sale would not happen
without Valerie, and we all owe her a giant debt of gratitude!

Epic Yard Sales Raises Highest Amount Ever!
The Yard Sale was a huge success due to the efforts of the many
parishioners who volunteered their time, proving once again that “one
person’s trash is another person’s treasure.” This happened
particularly at time when folks are protecting the earth by reusing and
recycling and being cost-conscious. One customer stated aloud, upon
entering the hall, that she was “waiting for the sale to come back for
the past two years.” She was just one of many of our enthusiastic
patrons!
The four-day set up and three-day sale is only part of the many hours
of planning, pricing and scheduling that go into effect to bring the sale
to the parish and public. It truly is a labor of love.
Although you will read the many names of the great team of people
who assisted, there still was not enough help to meet the massive
amount and variety of items to sell and price, the demanding
physicality of setting up, as well as tending to the needs of the many
customers.
Several core team members worked tirelessly for days. A heartfelt
round of applause goes to Kh. Valerie Allen, Arlene Assile, Jim Bach,
Alina Baciu, Glenda Calvert, Helen Chimel, Debra Dimoplan, Barbara
DiNovi, Maha Maaya, Anthony Pepaj, Joseph Saliba, Vicky Tweel,
and Somaya Watkins.
Many thanks to: Archdeacon Peter Boulukos, Kh. Roula Ibrahim,
Gazi Aboueid, Sabah Aboueid, Valyce Andrews, Ed Assile, Nike
Bach, Jim Bogris, Karen Canellos, Leslie Carter, Mark Carter, Marcus
Castro, Anjule Consiglio, Ellen Dahlan, Fouad Dahlan, Alison Deeb,
Sarah Deeb, Lisa Fares, Betty Gakos, John Gakos, Dana Hanna,

Irene Kavountzis, Margaret Klarer, Jackie Koskinas, Mihaela Leonida,
Maria Macksoud, John McMinn, Janice Meyer, Xavier Montes, Steven
Petrick, Emil Samman, Brian Scarpa, Michael Scarpa, Rob Scarpa,
Teresa Thomas, Nick Thomsen, Peter Thomsen, Jim Tweel, Jim
Vagias, Joanna Zampas, Alice Ziemba, John Ziemba, Sr., Leyla
Ziemba, and Robyn Ziemba.
And a special thank you to our friend and neighbor, Dave Miller, of Re
Max Integrity Real Estate in Dumont, for the loan of his truck.
God Bless you all!
Valerie Joseph

Merchandise galore, beautifully
displayed

Shout Out from the Parish Council
(If it seems like this issue has a lot of information about fundraising
events, it's because with some scheduling changes because of COVID
surges, we had two of our biggest fundraisers of the entire year
within just two weeks!)
The Parish Council is please to report that St Anthony's netted almost
$30,000 from the Tricky Tray fundraiser, raffling hundreds of
beautiful new gifts to a full house of participants on April 29. Much
thanks for the many hours of work from Leslie Carter and her team
of volunteers.
Two weeks later Valerie Joseph organized the Yard Sale with piles of
merchandise attracting Antiques and Collectibles Dealers along with a
myriad of shoppers. Many thanks to Valerie and the great team of
volunteers who set-up tables, organized and priced items, and helped
with take-down. The Yards Sale earned just over $10,000.

More to come: The Tricky Tray continues to
raise money, throughout the year as chair
Leslie Carter has special event baskets for
raffle. The special Mother's Day raffle was a
beautiful overnight bag.

Cigar Dinner
St. Anthony parishioners
were out in force for the
annual Cigar Dinner hosted
by St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church on May
18. Held each year in May,
the good food and cigars at
Season's attracts a
capacity crowd.

IOCC Wine & Beer Tasting
St. Anthony's parishioners joined
with other area churches to
support the annual International
Orthodox Christian Charities
(IOCC) annual Northern New
Jersey wine tasting fundraiser on
May 21.
Attendees learned of how our
support is helping families in
places like Ukraine, Greece,
Lebanon, as well a right here in
the US, as they enjoyed fare from
Maywood’s Marketplace, and
beer and wine from Stew
Leonard’s.

House Blessings
Father Michael is available by appointment for home blessings for our
St. Anthony parishioners. Please contact the church to schedule the
visitation. Holy Water is also available, by request, throughout the
year .

Upcoming Events
4th Annual Don DiNovi Memorial Golf
Outing: June 14 at White Beeches
Country Club in Haworth
It will be a wonderful day!
Join us for golf, lunch and dinner at a
premier country club
Sponsor a tee or green
Not a golfer, join us for dinner and
festivities
Donate a gift to our raffle
See flyer for all the details!

Parish Life Conference: June 29-July 3
This year's PLC will be at the Antiochian Village Heritage and
Conference Center, Bolivar, PA. It will feature:
Children's Daily Workshops
Teen SOYO Program and Luncheon Meeting
AWE Meeting & Luncheon
The Order of St. Ignatius Meeting & Luncheon
Bonfire with S'mores and Lawn Games
Bible Bowl & Oratorical Festivals
Creative Arts Festival
Teen SOYO Service Project
Teen SOYO Mixer/Dance
Young Adult Social
Family Field Games at Camp
Banquet with Hafli
See all the info at https://www.antiochianevents.com/ny
In addition to our sure-to-be-winning Bible Bowl team (no pressure),
the Oratorical Festival is back and has been scheduled for Friday, July
1 There are 2 divisions: the Junior Division comprised of 13-15 years
olds and the Senior Division with 16-19 years olds. Complete
information is posted online (www.teensoyo.org.). Contact Daria
Incorvaia for more information.

News and Notes

ShopRite Gift Cards
Reminder: ShopRite supermarket gift cards are available for
purchase For $100, you get $100 of gift cards; and the Church
earns 5%. Cost-free fundraiser! We are still looking for a
volunteer to take over this program. Please see Betty Gakos,
who has run this for many years, or Fr. Michael.

Sign up to Host Coffee Hour
(And many thanks to all the parishioners and organizations who already have.)

Hosting coffee hour is simple and
safe. EVERY parishioner is asked
to host at least one coffee hour a
year. A schedule and guidelines
are posted in the coffee room. To
sign up or learn more, please
email Alice Ziemba or call her at
201-644-8068.

Milestones
Babies, Babies, Babies
Congratulations to Samantha Lockhart and her
husband Zach Pilchen who welcomed their
beautiful baby, Ezra Sarafian Lockhart-Pilchen, on
April 30, 2022. Sam is the daughter of Barbara and
Kerr Lockhart. Congratulations and God bless!

Congratulations to Paul and Meaghan Takla on the
birth of their new baby girl, Clara Louise, born on
May 21, 2022. She joins her 4-year old brother,
Charlie, and is the seventh grandchild of Annette
and Ray Takla. Congratulations and God bless!

Wedding Bells
Congratulations to James Gakos and Shavaun
Cotter, who were married on May 6,
2022. James, who himself has long been an
active member of our parish, is the son of Betty
and John Gakos. God bless!

Memory Eternal
As a church community, we share
in each other's joys and sorrows.
We were devastated to hear of
the passing of our dear Scott
Hakim on May 5, 2022 at age 32.
Scott was an active Teen SOYO
member and Antiochian Village
camper, and proudly served our
country as a United States
Marine after graduating high
school. He served tours of duty in
both Iraq and Afghanistan,
earning a Purple Heart and
attaining the rank of Corporal.
After his service, he earned both
his undergraduate and law
degrees. We send our love and
deepest condolences to Scott's
father, Jerry Hakim, and his
siblings, Sharon, Greg and Sean,
as well his loving circle of aunts,
uncles, cousins, nieces and
nephews. Memory Eternal!

June Calendar
June Liturgical Calendar
Daily reading of the scriptures
Wednesday, June 1
Divine Liturgy at 7pm; Feast of Holy Ascension
Saturday, June 4
Young Adults Retreat, St. Stephen's, South Plainfield
Tuesday, June 14
Don DiNovi Memorial Golf Outing (see story above)

Wednesday, June 15
Parish Council Meeting.
7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, June 29 - Sunday, July 3
Parish Life Conference at Antiochian Village (see story above)

Looking Ahead
Thursday - Sunday, September 8, 9, 10 and 11
Bergen Street Fest, Carnival and Festival - Combined!
Planning for the combined BSF/Carnival/Festival has started. If you
are interested in helping with the planning or working the event,
please see Brian Scarpa or Ed Assile.
Saturday, October 1
Raise the Roof Capital Campaign Kickoff
Watch for details to come.

