May 2022

Your online monthly news & updates
Desert News is published online, every month, for a quick glimpse of the goings on at
St. Anthony’s and with our parishioners. Desert News editors are Claudia Bogris and
Nike Bach. If you have parish organization or personal news to share, please email
information to Claudia Bogris.
With so many of our parishioners now v back at Church, the Sunday Bulletin is the
main source of weekly information.

A Message From Fr. Michael
Dear St. Anthony’s family, Christ is Risen.
In his Paschal greeting’s letter for this year, his Eminence
Metropolitan Joseph wrote, “Amidst the darkness of this world, the
divine Light has arisen for our sakes. Let us open the eyes of our
hearts so that we might behold Him! He shines with true and lasting
joy, hope, love, and peace. Let us gaze upon Him so that we might
take in the fullness of all these blessings.”
How blessed we are at St. Anthony’s to be able to cry out “Christ is
Risen” in so many different languages. How blessed we are to
celebrate this “Feast of Feasts” together.
So, let us celebrate with joy. Let us hold the Light close to our hearts.
“Let us be radiant for Christ God has brought us from death unto life,
and from earth unto Heaven.”
“Let us purify our senses to behold Christ, radiant with the
unapproachable light of the Resurrection.”
“Let us drink a new drink, the source of incorruption, which springeth
forth from the grave of Christ.”
This is the day of Resurrection, let us embrace each other joyously.
Let us be illumined by the “Feast of Feasts.”
Let us cry together: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death and upon those in the tombs bestowing life; and let us

worship His Resurrection on the third day.
Christ is risen.
Fr. Michael

Life in Our Parish
Feeding the Less Fortunate
St. Anthony’s fed the less fortunate on Tuesday, April 5. St. Anthony's,
along with other area churches, have fed over 1 million people across
the years through the Walk-In Dinner Program. This ministry, feeding
those in need, truly does as Christ asks.

House Blessings
Father Michael is available by appointment for home blessings for our
St. Anthony parishioners. Please contact the church to schedule the
visitation. Holy Water is also available, by request, throughout the
year .
Parishioners Working Behind the Scenes During Holy Week

Dying Eggs that are Blessed on
Easter

Tricky Tray Giant Success
A sold-out crowd. Over 200 baskets of fabulous gifts.
Festive decor. Delicious food. Good music. And so
much fun in the air! Our Tricky Tray on Friday April 29
was a success is every way! So many people worked
to make this happen. Thank you to everyone who
donated or solicited prizes, wrapped baskets,
prepped food, decorated, set-up, cleaned up… it took
a village! But most especially thank you to Leslie
Carter, who poured her heart and soul into this for
months, and without whom this very important
fundraiser for our parish would not have happened!

Decorating the Epitafios

Just some of the 200+ baskets

Sold out crowd

Hope these lottery tickets are
winners!

Capital Improvements Underway
At its April meeting, the Parish Council approved a motion to make
use of parish funds to undertake two needed capital improvements.
One is for $30,000 to replace non-working kitchen appliances: gas
stove/range, refrigerator, oven, and ice-maker. The second is to
obtain bids to repave the parking lot, expected to cost of
approximately $20,000. Given supply chain uncertainties, it is
unknown how fast these improvements will be completed, but it is
reassuring to know work on them is planned/underway.

Upcoming Events
Giant Yard Sale
May 12, 13 & 14
It's go time for the Yard
Sale! This is an allparish event and an
important fundraiser
and we need a BIG
TEAM of parishioners
May 8-14 for set up,
sales and take down.
Valerie Joseph and
her team (which we
hope includes you!) will
be setting up the hall
starting on Sunday,
May 8, to create a
department store for
bargain shoppers in
our church hall.
OK - last sweep through your house of anything you may no
longer need. (It goes without saying that it has to be clean and
working, right? If it really belongs in the garbage, please don’t let

us be middleman!) If it has multiple parts, tie them together. If it’s
not immediately evident what it is, label it. If it is a (very good
condition) comforter, for example, put the size on. You get the
idea. And bring them in already sorted (Christmas décor,
pocketbooks, etc.) to help the set-up process. We haven’t had a
garage sale since 2019 so there is a lot of pent-up things in your
house (and the storage room). And we want it ALL sold. See the
flyer with details.
Help is PARTICUARLY needed on the the set-up days
May 9, 10 & 11, from 10am-5pm and
The first two days of the sale May 12 & 13,10am-4pm.
If you are not working those days--or are able to take a few days
off, please come!

IOCC Wine Tasting
Book your calendar for the annual
IOCC (International Orthodox
Christian Charities) Wine Tasting, to
be held on Saturday, May 21 at
Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church in Clifton.
Come and learn about how your support of IOCC is helping families
in places like Ukraine, Greece, Lebanon, and right here in the US.
Enjoy fare from Maywood’s Marketplace, desserts from
North Jersey’s finest bakeries, plus beer and wine from Stew
Leonard’s
See flyer.
$50 Adults | $45 (ages 65+)
$15 (students 21-25) until May 8
$65 All tickets at door.
For tickets, go to IOCC.ORG/NEWJERSEY
IOCC worked with Orthodox parishes
in Ukraine to distribute thousands of
food parcels during Holy Week to
families displaced by conflict. Here,
one small church prepares to share
these basics with their neighbors in
need.
To learn more about the good works
of IOCC, visit https://iocc.org/

Annual Don DiNovi Memorial Golf
Outing: June 14 at White Beeches
Country Club in Haworth
It will be a wonderful day of golf, but there are
many ways to participate:
Join us for golf, lunch and dinner at a
premier country club
Sponsor a tee or green
Not a golfer, join us for dinner and
festivities
Donate a gift to our raffle
See flyer for all the details!

Parish Life Conference: June 29-July 3
This year's PLC will be at the Antiochian Village Heritage and
Conference Center, Bolivar, PA. It will feature:
Children's Daily Workshops
Teen SOYO Program and Luncheon Meeting
AWE Meeting & Luncheon
The Order of St. Ignatius Meeting & Luncheon
Bonfire with S'mores and Lawn Games
Bible Bowl & Oratorical Festivals
Creative Arts Festival
Teen SOYO Service Project
Teen SOYO Mixer/Dance
Young Adult Social
Family Field Games at Camp
Banquet with Hafli
See all the info at https://www.antiochianevents.com/ny
In addition to our sure-to-be-winning Bible Bowl team (no pressure),
the Oratorical Festival is back and has been scheduled for Friday, July
1 There are 2 divisions: the Junior Division comprised of 13-15 years
olds and the Senior Division with 16-19 years olds. Complete
information is posted online (www.teensoyo.org.). Contact Daria
Incorvaia for more information.

Festival RETHINK Committee Report
by Jim Vagias & Rob Scarpa
As you know, the Festival has been an integral part of the St.
Anthony’s family experience for over 40 years. Of course, during the

pandemic, no such event could take place. During the ‘down-time’, the
Parish Council assembled a committee to evaluate what the
International Food & Holiday Shopping Festival should look like in the
future. The committee consisted of Father Michael, Karen Canellos,
Lois Dedes, James Gakos, Chris Mandalakis, Rob Scarpa and
Jim Vagias.
It was agreed that whatever the final outcome, the event had to meet
three goals that our Festival always tried to achieve:
Serve as a vehicle to let our surrounding community know about
St. Anthony’s;
Contribute to the financial health of our parish and;
Foster a sense of fellowship among parishioners.
With these goals in mind, the committee has suggested that for the
next few years we combine aspects of the traditional Festival with the
Bergen Street Fest, which will take place this September 8-11. For
this first year, in addition to some outside food vendors, we will add
some of our traditional kitchen offerings, which have always been a
huge hit. Chris and James will work to make sure that the ethnic foods
offered can be cooked on-site without the need for stoves, ovens, etc.
Although the culinary offerings won’t be as extensive as in years’ past,
they will nonetheless help to introduce the outside community to St.
Anthony’s diversity. And while not as demanding as in the past, we
will still need manpower to prepare the foods and to serve what we
are sure will be crowds of people wanting to partake of the
extraordinary culinary delicacies we have been known for.
The idea of selling products (as we have done in past Festivals) was
also discussed. While that is something that can certainly be
considered for future BSFs, it was decided that integrating the Festival
into this fundraiser be limited to food for this year.
To take advantage of the upcoming Yard Sale, the parish council is
undertaking a ‘spring cleaning’ of the storage room and will be offering
items to the Yard Sale that may never be used or sold. Please let
Father Michael know if there are items in that room that are absolutely
essential and cannot be gotten rid of. The Storage committee will be
clearing the space and organizing it anew.
The committee discussed its support for continuing to have an
Outreach tent to allow attendees to pick up literature and materials
that explain Orthodoxy and speak to parishioners about St.
Anthony’s. Exactly what will be included will be decided later, but this
aspect will also require manpower.
Father Michael also suggested, in keeping with the wonderful ethnic
diversity that is fundamental to St. Anthony’s, that we celebrate this
diversity with an international ethnic evening. This evening would

feature a variety of foods, music and dances from our various cultures
for all to enjoy. The date/time of year of this evening is open for
discussion, as is whether to limit the evening to the parish family or to
the outside community as well.
We hope these new ideas will meet all the goals of the former
Festival, while they help nurture the finances and fellowship of the
parish we all love. HELP IS NEEDED for ALL. To volunteer or learn
more, please contact Jim Vagias or Rob Scarpa.

News and Notes
ShopRite Gift Cards
Reminder: ShopRite supermarket gift cards are available for
purchase For $100, you get $100 of gift cards; and the Church
earns 5%. Cost-free fundraiser! We are still looking for a
volunteer to take over this program. Please see Betty Gakos,
who has run this for many years, or Fr. Michael.

Summer Camp at AV
What have two generations of St. Anthony's children attended for
two weeks and talked about for 50? Camp at AV!
New this year: Camp is now accepting 8 year olds AND you can
sign up for more than one session!
Scholarships are available to any St. Anthony's child who would
like assistance to attend the Antiochian Village Camp this
summer. Please speak with Fr Michael.
Antiochian Village offers programs beyond summer camp
Family Camp, May 27-30 (Memorial Day Weekend)
Adult Camp, September 16-19
Alumni Weekend November 4-6
See all the details at avcamp.com

Sign up to Host Coffee Hour
(And many thanks to all the parishioners and organizations who already have.)

Hosting coffee hour is simple and
safe. EVERY parishioner is asked
to host at least one coffee hour a
year. A schedule and guidelines
are posted in the coffee room. To
sign up or learn more, please
email Alice Ziemba or call her at
201-644-8068.

Milestones
Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Lauren Sietsma and Kenneth Straub, who were
married on March 6, 2022. Lauren is the daughter of Pam and Jim
Sietsma and the granddaughter of Thelma and Pete Dacales. God
Bless!
Congratulations to Alexis and Bob Scarpa, who celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in April! God bless and warm wishes for many
more years of shared love and happiness!

Memory Eternal
Our dear parishioner, Mary Pallas,
departed this life on April 16,
2022 at the beautiful age 103.
Our love and condolences to
Mary's daughter Alexis Scarpa
and her grandsons Rob, Brian
and Justin Scarpa, and their
beautiful families. This picture,
with her great-grandchildren near
her Brooklyn home, is a beautiful
encapsulation of her life. Memory
Eternal!
May Calendar
Thursday, Friday, Saturday - May 12, 13 and 14
Giant Indoor Yard Sale (see story above)

Parish Council Meeting. Wednesday, May 18
7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall .
Saturday, May 21
IOCC Wine Tasting (see story above)
Saturday, May 21 - Sunday May 22

St. George Little Falls 100 Year Anniversary Celebration Weekend
See flyer

Looking Ahead
Saturday, June 4
Young Adults Retreat, St. Stephen's, South Plainfield
Details not yet posted, email ststephensyoungadults@gmail.com for
information
Tuesday, June 14
Don DiNovi Memorial Golf Outing (see story above)
Wednesday, June 29 - Sunday, July 3
Parish Life Conference at Antiochian Village (see story above)
Thursday - Sunday, September 8, 9, 10 and 11
Bergen Street Fest, Carnival and Festival - Combined!
Planning for the combined BSF/Carnival/Festival has started. If you are
interested in helping with the planning or working the event, please see Brian
Scarpa or Ed Assile.

