October 2022

Desert News is published online, every month, for a quick glimpse of the goings on at St.
Anthony’s and with our parishioners. Desert News editors are Claudia Bogris and Nike
Bach. If you have parish organization or personal news to share, please email information
to Claudia Bogris.

Upcoming Events

October 8, 2022
Inaugural event and first annual lecture hosted
by
The Father Joseph Allen Memorial Fund

REGISTER
NOW

Dr. Woloschak makes the nuanced and complex understandable as
she discusses Orthodox Bioethics and Pastoral Ministry. She has a
PhD in molecular biology and a D.Min. in Eastern Christian studies.
Her research interests are in cancer research as well as the sciencereligion interface.
Vespers at 5pm; reception at 6pm; speaker at 7pm
All are welcome. $10 event ticket includes hors d’oeuvres and
wine; dessert and coffee.
Free childcare (ages 3+) will be available.
The evening will also include unique displays from the history of
St. Anthony as the first English-speaking, Pan-Orthodox Church
in the Antiochian Archdiocese.
So that we can be sure to have enough food and seating, please
register by October 1
REGISTER
NOW

About The Father Joseph Allen
Memorial Fund
The Father Joseph Allen Memorial Fund
honors St. Anthony’s beloved pastor of 53
years, who departed this life in 2020.
On September 18, Jim Bach and Lisa
Fares, co-chairs of the Father Joseph
Allen Memorial Fund, presented a short
biography of Fr. Joe and the mission of
the fund.

Life in Our Parish
Bergen Street Fest
Bergen Street Fest was back this year during the second weekend in
September with rides galore as we combined elements of a carnival,
food trucks, our own delicious grill (with everything from kebobs to
loukoumades and fried Oreos) as well as marketplace booths.
Unfortunately, Sunday was rained out, but Saturday was a perfect
early fall day and the Teaneck Armory was hopping! Thank you to all
of our St. Anthony volunteers and especially chairs Ed Assile, Brian
Scarpa and George Tewfik.

Church School
News
Our Church School
kicked off the new year
with the annual blessing
of backpacks on
September 18.
Church School Director
Dana Hanna shares that
Sunday, October 2 will
be the first day of
instructional classes and a Kick-off BBQ! Come for class, stay for the
bouncy house! Please RSVP here. The Church School will also be
hosting Coffee Hour that day.
If you have not registered yet please use this link to register your
students. This will become the distribution list once school starts, so
please make sure to do this so you don't miss important information

and events!
Teachers Needed:
We have a few lovely people who have volunteered their time but
could still use more. If you or anyone you know in church would like to
help with the kids please let Dana Hanna know.

Young at Heart
Young At Heart began its ninth
year of existence at its kick-off
meeting on September 15.
Twenty members attended the
meeting and an anonymous
donor treated the group to pizza,
beverages and desserts! In
addition, members enjoyed each
other's company and several
games of bingo adeptly called by
Glenda Calvert, Young at Heart president.
Upcoming events for members include attendance at a performance
of "Ragtime" at The Bergen County Playhouse in Oradell, a picnic
along the river at The Alpine Picnic Area (October 19 or October 26)
and hosting a coffee hour at church on October 9. (Shout out to
Annette Takla for keeping us in the know on YAH activities and Alice
Ziemba for the team pic). YAH is open to all parishioners, ages 55+.

Women’s Guild Hosts FOCUS Executive Director
On Sunday, September 4, the Women’s Guild welcomed Kenneth D.
Kidd, the Executive Director of FOCUS North America (The
Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to Serve). Kenneth gave an
excellent and informative presentation, after Liturgy, on what FOCUS
does to help those in need across the United States. He explained
that the “core” of FOCUS is serving God and invites us to do the
same. If FOCUS is not able to help anyone in need, they will network
within a community to get the help that is needed. There are six
Flagship centers across the United States. The goal is to have a
center in the New York / New Jersey area. The acronym for FOCUS
also stands for Food, Occupation, Clothing, Understanding, and
Shelter. Log on to YouTube/St Anthony Orthodox Church 09/04/22
(starts at 1:52) to hear this inspiring presentation.

The women will be wearing pink during the month of October for
Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Visit our New Website: stanthonyorthodox.org
As discussed in the September edition of Desert News, we have
updated our website and changed our domain name to
stanthonyorthodox.org as it both aligns with our official parish name
and it creates our primary “identity” as being Orthodox, versus our
church location in Bergenfield.
Bookmark the new site! John McMinn has redirected our old site,
but the more people who go directly to new site, the better! So if
you create flyers, be sure to always include the new site address:
stanthonyorthodox.org
The content has been rewritten/refreshed, but parish
organizations should look at their section and send updates to
cbogris@aol.com.
Look around and see if you learn anything new!
There is a list of second-wave changes we have already
identified, but we welcome feedback on any updates that may be
needed.
Let us know if you’d like to join the team! Each of us will be
trained to update and add information to the site.

Walk-in Dinner Program:
Feeding the Less Fortunate
Betty Gakos and her team of
volunteers fed the less fortunate
on Tuesday, September 27. The
155 diners very much enjoyed
pastichio and fresh cucumber
salad as well as homemade
cookies!
Many thanks to the volunteers who prepared the food, baked the
dessert, and secured the donation of bread: Arlene Assile, Jim and
Nike Bach, Helen Chimel, Lois Dedes, John Gakos, Irene Kavountzis,
Joanne McAleer, Jim Watkins and Marcus Zampas.
A special thank you to Maria Filler Perich and Valerie Allen, who
underwrote the dinner. And, of course, the biggest thank you to Betty,
who leads this program! God bless!

Grave Plots at George Washington Cemetery
St. Anthony’s recently learned that it owns two grave plots at George
Washington Memorial Park Cemetery in Paramus (Section A, Lot
224). Each grave plot allows for two burials. St. Anthony’s Parish

Council is offering to sell these plots to parishioners and/or their
families at a discount from the current cemetery price. For further
details and information, please contact John Gakos
at jbgakos@yahoo.com.

Milestones
Happy birthday to our dear Stella Vagias, who
turned 90 on September 25, surrounded by all
her children, with cake and singing in her honor.
Many years!
Congratulation to Leslie and Mark Carter, who celebrated their
35th wedding anniversary on September 26. Many years!

Reminders
ShopRite Gift Cards
Reminder: ShopRite supermarket gift cards are available for
purchase For $100, you get $100 of gift cards; and the Church
earns 5%. Cost-free fundraiser! We are still looking for a
volunteer to take over this program. Please see Betty Gakos,
who has run this for many years.

Sign up to Host Coffee Hour
(And many thanks to all the parishioners and organizations who already have.)

Hosting coffee hour is simple and
safe. EVERY parishioner is asked
to host at least one coffee hour a
year. A schedule and guidelines
are posted in the coffee room. To
sign up or learn more, please
email Alice Ziemba or call her at
201-644-8068.

Calendar
Sunday, October 2
First Day of Church School
Sunday, October 2

Young at Heart Trip to see musical Ragtime, by Bergen County
Players in Oradell
Saturday, October 8: 5pm Vespers, 6pm Reception, 7pm Speaker
Inaugural Father Joseph Allen Memorial Lecture
(See story above)
Sunday, October 16
Women's Guild meeting
Wednesday, October 19 at 7:30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Saturday, October 22
Women's Guild Brunch. Details to follow.
Sunday, October 23; 1pm
Multi-church Young Adult
Event
Happy hour at Five Dimes
Brewery in Westwood. Use QR
code to RSVP. See flyer

Looking Ahead
Saturday, November 5; 6pm
20/40 group
Wine & cheese w/ appetizers event at St. Anthony.
21+ event. Free of charge. Anyone who has any questions, please
feel free to reach out to Amanda Elsabee
Thursday, December 1
Young at Heart Christmas Luncheon at Limoncello's in Waldwick
Tuesday, June 20, 2023
Don DiNovi Memorial Golf Outing

